Senator Domenici Sees Stolar’s Promising New Technology First Hand
Senator Pete V. Domenici (R) (NM) surveyed innovative high-tech commercial products emerging from Raton’s, Stolar Research Corporation on July 6th at Sandia National Laboratories in Albuquerque.  The occasion was signing the partnership agreement between Stolar and partners NIIIS (Institute for Measuring Systems Research) in Nizhny Novgorod, Russia, and DOE’s Kansas City Plant (KCP) in Kansas City.  The agreement covers design and manufacture of advanced radar equipment, which the U.S. and Russian partners will then market and sell.

The event showcased Stolar’s Drillstring Radar (DSR), developed jointly by NIIIS and KCP as part of the National Nuclear Security Administration’s (NNSA) nonproliferation program.  DSR, which won an R&D 100 Award in 2004, uses electromagnetic waves to detect planar boundaries of rock formations.  DSR is used for coal-oil-methane gas exploration.  It uses electromagnetic waves to detect planar boundaries of rock formations. DSR allows operator to “-see in advance of drilling-” for clean, safe coal and/or methane gas exploration.  DSR is also useful for mapping old abandoned mines.  (Have the benefits of DSR here?)        

Senator Domenici is widely credited with founding the highly successful Global Initiative for Proliferation Prevention (GIPP) program- sponsored by the U.S. Department of Energy’s NNSA. GIPP sponsors three-way partnerships to help former Soviet scientists, engineers, and technicians who worked on weapons of mass destruction redirect their talent to peaceful, non-military purposes.  Each GIPP project features a private U.S. industry partner, a former Soviet weapons institute and a U.S. national laboratory.  
The Stolar-NIIIS-KCP partnership represents an important nonproliferation goal of the GIPP program.  Both the U.S. and Russia will benefit from the many jobs and new business created through this program.  
Stolar Research Corporation, of Raton, New Mexico, is an advanced radio geophysical company.  Stolar develops and manufactures unique proprietary products to solve problems for the commercial energy industry and the U.S. military.  These solutions use electromagnetic radio waves to penetrate the earth detecting and imaging underground geologic formations and structures and enabling in-mine wireless tracking and communications.  

Global Initiatives for Proliferation Prevention (GIPP) program within NNSA’s Office of Global Security Engagement and Cooperation helps prevent proliferation of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) expertise to terrorists or states of concern by creating sustainable, non-weapons related work for former weapons scientists, engineers, and technicians in the Former Soviet Union.

Kansas City Plant (KCP) is an NNSA facility managed and operated by Honeywell Federal Manufacturing & Technologies (FM&T).  A one-of-a-kind facility, KCP serves as one of the U.S.’s foremost national security assets by manufacturing a wide array of sophisticated mechanical, electronic and engineered material components for U.S. defense systems.  KCP serves the national laboratories, military and other government agencies.

National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA), established by Congress in 2000, is a semi-autonomous agency within the U.S. Department of Energy responsible for enhancing national security through the military application for nuclear science.  NNSA maintains and enhances the safety, security, reliability and performance of the U.S. nuclear weapons stockpile without nuclear testing; works to reduce global danger from WMDs; provides the U.S. Navy with safe and effective nuclear propulsion; and responds to nuclear and radiological emergencies in the U.S. and abroad.

NIIIS, the Instituted for Measuring Systems Research, in Nizhny Novgorod, Russia, was established in the 1960s to develop and produce electronics to support atomic power stations and nuclear research and development.  Today the institute’s core competencies include R&D for on-board radio-electronic equipment, including command radio-altimeters and calculators; specialized radio telemetering systems; and small-sized radio-electronic devices.  NIIIS also develops, manufactures, and introduces software and control systems for gas lines, thermal and nuclear power stations.    

U.S. Industry Coalition (USIC) is a non-profit association of more than 160 U.S. companies working with former Soviet WMD scientists and engineers to develop technologies for peaceful, commercial purposes.  USIC facilitates technology commercialization for the GIPP program.  
